REORGANIZAREA SISTEMULUI POSTAL
K.U.K. FELDPOST

Datorita situatiilor de front si cooperdrii dintre
armatele germana si austro-ungara, unele unitati ale
armatei germane au ajuns sub comanda austro-
ungard si invers. Intdlnim corespondenti a unor
militari K.uk. expediatd prin serviciul de posta
militard germana in toate zonele unde cele doud
armate au cooperat (inclusiv in teritorii indepartate
precum Asia Micd) - si invers. De multe ori, acest
tip de cooperare postala se extinde dincolo de front:
serviciile oficiilor postei militare germane din
Bulgaria, de pilda, au fost folosite de militari si
chiar functionari chiar ai ambasadei austriece sau de
unele unititi militare (mai ales din zona Dunarii). in
Romania ocupata, situatia este chiar mai interesanta
deoarece aici existau, la un moment dat, simultan,
patru servicii postale de ocupatie: german, austro-
ungar, bulgaresc si - pentru o scurtd perioadd de

timp, localizat si aproape simbolic - cel otoman.

De asemenea, tipul de razboi purtat de cele doua
armate a dus la adoptarea unor noi modalitati de
pastrare a fluiditdtii si de combinare a fortelor
disponibile, ceea ce a impus uneori crearea de noi
elemente ale structurii postale de front. De pilda,
unele sucursale (,,Expositur”) au fost organizate pe
trasee de colectare sau de reexpediere a postei;
alteori, formatiile de mars trebuiau sid pastreze
subordonarea postald chiar si cind ieseau din
jurisdictia formald a unui comandament teritorial,
etc. Reformarea unor Mari Unitati impunea - pe
langa mutarea unor OPM de pe un front pe altul
impreund cu trupele pe care le serveau - sau
renumerotarea unor OPM si redistribuirea sarcinilor,
nlocuirea unui oficiu cu altul deja prezent in noul
teritoriu Tn care ajungeau trupele, trebuiau create noi
oficii postale atunci cand situatia o cerea, etc. In
acest context, a aparut la un moment dat, in cursul

anului 1916, necesitatea reorganizarii sistemului
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THE REORGANIZATION OF THE K.U.K.
FELDPOST SYSTEM.

Due to the front situations and the cooperation
between the German and Austro-Hungarian armies,
sometimes, units of the German army were under
Austro-Hungarian command and vice-versa. We
may see correspondence of K.u.k. soldiers mailed
through the German fieldpost service in all the front
areas where the two armies cooperated (inclusively
in faraway territories such as Asia Minor) and vice
versa. Frequently, this kind of postal cooperation
extends beyond the front line: the services of the
German field post offices in Bulgaria, for instance,
were used by the K.u.k. military and event the
Austrian embassy employees or certain army units
(especially in the Danube areas). In occupied
Romania, the situation is even mire interesting, as
long as there were, in the same time and for some
time, four occupation postal services operating:
German, Austro-Hungarian, Bulgarian, and - for a
short time only and almost symbolically - Ottoman.

Also, the kind of war waged by the two armies
forced the adoption of new ways of keeping fluidity
and combining the available forces, which required
new elements of the fieldpost structure. For
instance, some branches ("Expositur”) operated
along certain mail collecting - forwarding routes; at
times, the marching units had to keep postal
subordination even though they were entering a
different formal jurisdiction of a territorial comm-
and, a.s.o. The reformation of some Army units
required - apart of the redeployment of some FPOs
with the units they were subordinated to, from one
front to another - or the re-numerotation of some
FPOs and the redistribution of tasks, replacements
of offices with ones already in the new territory
where the troops would arrive, new offices had to be
created when the situation would require, etc.
Within such a context, somewhere in 1916, the need



postal militar, care a avut loc simultan, in ambele
armate (austro-ungara si germana); aceasta urmarea
nu numai redistribuirea teritoriala a oficiilor ci si
asigurarea conditiilor pentru o cooperare postald

largita Intre cele doua forte armate.

Tn acest context, apar si numerele peste 1000.

Prin reorganizarea in comun a serviciului postal
militar din 1916-1917, a avut loc o realocare a
numerelor OPM, astfel:

- nr 2 - 650: pentru armata austro-ungara;

- nr. 651 - 1050: pentru armata germana;

- nr. 1051-1200: pentru armata austro-ungara.

Daca in armata germand s-a trecut, la un moment
dat, la secretizarea oficiilor postale - datele de
identificare a provenientei fiind eliminate din
stemplurile serviciului K.D. FELDPOST (K.D. =
Kaiserlische Deutsche / Imperial German), n
armata austro-ungara, numerele alocate au fost
utlizate pe toata durata razboiului, OPM fiind
redistribuite, renumerotate, uneori combinate sau
infiintindu-se noi oficii pe structura existenta.

Tn prezent, se cunosc stampile pentru 74 de
oficii din grupul de numere peste 1000, iar dintre
acestea numai despre 35 se stie ca au fost activate.

OPM 1002 - 1200 se Tmpart in trei grupe:
a)- grupa 1002-1010; aceste structuri de tranzit

postal - subordonate unor comandamente de armata
- erau destinate n principal eliberarii de documente;
aici s-au aplicat stampile de cauciuc, in tus negru
sau violet. Desi ele au un regim aparent fictiv - caci
nu colectau si nu distribuiau corespondentd citre
trupe - stampilele lor sunt indiscutabil stampile ale
serviciului postal militar, provenind de la structuri
postale individualizate. Corespondenta prezintd de
regula si stampile ale unor oficii de indrumare.

b)- grupa 1011-1050; informatiile publicate pana
in prezent aratd cd acestea nu au existat ca atare la
dispozitia armatei KuK, si ca nu s-au realizat

stempluri pentru ele; dar, din materialul studiat

for the reorganization of the postal system became
evident; that was done in both armies (Austro-
Hungarian and German) simultaneously; it would
aim at the territorial redistribution of the FPOs as
well as a smooth postal cooperation between the
two mights. In this context, the FPO numbers over
1000 were created.

Within the common reorganization of 1916-1917,

the FPO numbers were redistributed as follows:

- nr. 2 - 650: for the Austro-Hungarian army;

- nr. 651 - 1050: for the German army;

- nr. 1051 - 1200: for the Austro-Hungarian army.

If in the German army, at a certain moment, the
secretization of the FPOs was decided - the
identification data for the provenance of the mail
being deleted from the K.D. FELDPOST (K.D. =
Kaiserliche Deutsche / German Imperial) cancellers,
in the Austro-Hungarian army the numbers
remained in service for the entire duration of the
war, some FPOs being redistributed, renumbered,
combined at times or new offices created, within the
existing structure.

Today, cancels are known for 74 FPOs in the 1000
group, and only 35 are known having been active.
The 1002 1200 FPOs fall into three groups:

a)- group 1002-1010; these postal transit structures

- subordinated to Army commands - were mainly
meant for the release of documents; rubber cachets
were applied there, in back or violet ink. Although
these may seem somewhat fictious - for they did not
use to collect or distribute mail for troops - their
cachets belong to the fieldpost service beyond any
doubt, providing from individualized postal units.
The mail with such cachets may also display other
FPO date cancels for forwarding reasons.

b)- group 1001-1050; the information available so
far point at the fact that these did not exist as such
for the K.u.k. army service and that no cancellers
were manufactured in this respect; yet, the studied
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rezultd cd s-a pregatit de fapt cel putin un stemplu
metalic pentru cel putin un oficiu (1011) si ca acesta
s-a aplicat pe céteva carti postale specimen; nu am
intalnit material circulat cu stampile cu numere intre
1011-1050, dar am fost informat ca ar fi fost vazuta
cel putin o carte postala circulatd cu stampila
oficiului 1011 (insd, in absenta posibilitatii de a o
examina, nu pot exprima un punct de vedere);

¢) grupa 1051-1200; pentru oficiile 1051-11086,
1108-1112 si 1200 au fost realizate stempluri cu text
german (K.u.K. FELDPOSTAMT) iar pentru
oficiile 1107, 1113 si unele oficii cu numere intre
1114-1189, s-a solicitat fabricarea de stempluri cu
text maghiar (TABORI POSTAHIVATAL).

Unele oficii din acest grup au functionat efectiv,
catalogul ilustrdnd, probabil, toate stampilele
cunoscute pand in prezent - inclusiv cele aplicate
doar pe carti postale specimen - cu cteva exceptii:
1051a, 1067

(necunoscut in circulatie), OPM ambulante 1100 f si

1056 (cunoscute in circulatie),

g, 1102 a, 1103a si 1113. Pot confirma existenta
stampilei oficiului 1113 (TABORI POSTAHIVA-
TAL) pe care am detinut-o personal, aplicatd pe o
carte postald tip Feldpost circulatd efectiv si
adresata in Alba Iulia. Despre OPM 1114-1189 nu
se stie dacd au functionat 1n realitate.

Tn plus fatd de materialul cunoscut anterior din
cataloage, se ilustreaza stampile pentru alte 24 noi
oficii (1088 - 1112), toate fiind cunoscute, pana in
prezent, numai sub forma de specimene.

Stampilele din acest grup au ajuns pe toate
fronturile si sunt intotdeauna rare. Din acest motiv,
specimenele de arhiva trebuie considerate materiale
de mare valoare documentard; numarul pieselor
existente este redus - in unele cazuri, specimenele
fiind singurele materiale de colectie cu ,,numere”
care existd; unele dintre acestea sunt, probabil,

extrem de rare sau unicate.

770

material shows that, in fact, at least one canceller
for at least one office was actually manufactured
(1011) and applied on a very few cards as specimen;
I have never seen postally circulated material with
1011-1050 FPO cancels, but | have been informed
that at least one card was seen circulated with the
FPO 1011 cancel (yet, as long as | could not check
it personally, | cannot express a point of view here);

¢) group 1051-1200; for the FPOs 1051-1106,
1108-1112 and 1200, German cancellers were
manufactured (K.u.K. FELDPOSTAMT) and for
the FPOs 1107, 1113 and some offices from 1114 to
1199, in  Hungarian were ordered
(TABORI POSTAHIVATAL).

Some offices from this group were active, the

cancellers

catalogue illustrating, probably, all the cancels
known so far - inclusively the cancels only applied
in specimen - with a few exceptions: 1051a, 1056
(both known having been in use), 1067 (not known
in use), the travelling FPOs 1100f and 1100g,
1102a, 1103a and 1113. | can confirm the existence
of the FPO 1113 cancel with Hungarian text
(TABORI POSTAHIVATAL) because | had it
personally, applied on a Fieldpost post card,
effectively circulated and addressed in Alba lulia.
About the 1114-1189 FPOs, we do not know
whether these were activated in the end.

Compared to the previously existing catalogues,
24 new offices are illustrated (1088-1112), all
known so far only as specimens.

The cancels in these groups reached all fronts and
are always scarce or rare. Therefore, the archive
specimens for these should be regarded as highly
valuable documents; the number of the existing lots
of the kind is rather limited - in some instances, the
specimens are the only collectible material with
"numbers”

in existence; some of these are,

perhaps, truly rare or unique.



O.P.M./F.P.O./F.P.A. Nr.
1002 - 1010

vezi tabelul de mai jos
see table below

L: 1002 = ODESSA? 1005 = UDINE; 1006 = KRYSTINIPOL;
1008 = BOLZANO / BOZEN; TRENTO/TRIENT; 1010 = VILLACH:
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CATALOG / CATALOGUE: P = puncte / points; ~ Q = coeficient / coefficient
Nr. Text Obs. / Notes. Data / Date P=
1002.1 | Passierscheinstelle / F.P. 1002 Armata 2 / 2-nd Army; > FPA 240 18.01.1917 > ...08.1918 CP
1003.1 | Passierscheinstelle / F.P. 1003 Armata 3 / 3-rd Army; > FPA 509 18. 01.1917>21.01.1918 CP
1004.1 | Passierscheinstelle / F.P. 1004 Armata 4 / 4-th Army; > FPA 340 18.01.1917 > ...08.1918 CP
1005.1 | Passierscheinstelle / F.P. 1005 Armata 5/ 5-th Army; > FPA 339 18.01.1917 > ...08.1918 CP
1006.1 | Passierscheinstelle /F.P. 1006 = ‘1ol (° eI - kpas0g 1801 - 111917 cp
1007.1 | Passierscheinstelle / F.P. 1007 Armata 7 / 7-th Army: >FPA 191 18.01.1917 > 18.11.1918 CP
. . Erzh. Eugen
1008.1 | Passierscheinstelle /F.P. 1008 & , 0% 16 Army; | > FPASI2 18.01.1917>10.1918 Ccp
. . Armata 9/ 9-th Army;
1009.1 | Passierscheinstelle/F.P. 1009 &, " >nd Army. | > FPAS33 18.01.1917>10.1918 Ccp
1010.1 | Passierscheinstelle / F.P. 1010 | Armata10/10-th Army; | >FPA510 18.01 - 12.1917 CP

Stampile de cauciuc tip A-20a, aplicate Tn context de postd militara (Feldpost), de regula insotitd de o stampild
cu data al unui alt OPM de indrumare (in general - dar nu Tntotdeauna - conform listei de mai sus).

Rubber canceller type A-20a; st

rikes applied in the Feldpost context, usually accompanied by a different

forwarding FPO date cancel (generally - but not always - according to the list above).

Date Localizare / Location Q=

1002 a- Jan. 1917 - Oct. 1918 Passierscheinstelle des 2. Armeekommandos; GA x 1

al- Jan. 1917 - Jan. 1918 . . GA x 1
1003 PaSSIeI’SChemSte”e des 3 Armeekommandos; .......................................................................

az- Jan. - Apr. 1918 BUK X 2
1004 a- Jan. 1917 - Oct. 1918 Passierscheinstelle des 4. Armeekommandos; WO x 1

al- Jan. - Nov. 1917 Pa55|ersche|nstelIeltsjgrs]ZE:)Armeekommandos X1
1005 Passierscheinsiene o i | ——

e (Ml 2SI = o, TES Heeresgruppenkommandos Boroevic / Venice; x1

al- Jan. - Nov. 1917 Passierscheinstelle der Quartiermeisterabt. 14 WO x 1,5
1006 i i i i .

ao- Nov. 1917 - Nov. 1918 Passmrschemstel_le der ngrtlerab'tellung 4, GA X1

(Expositur Krystinopol);
1007 a- Jan. 1917 - ... 1918 Passierscheinstelle des 7. Armeekommandos; BUK x 1
Passierscheinstelle des

al- Jan. 1917 - Mar. 1918 Heeresgruppenkommandos Erzherzog Eugen IT x 1
1008 (Jan. Feb. 1917); TRIENT; (rirol) |

az- Mar. - ... 1918 Passierscheinstelle des 11. Armeeekommandos x1,5
1009 al- Jan. - Dec. 1917 Passierscheinstelle der Quartiermeisterabt. 9 GA x1

az- Dec. 1917 - Mar. 1918 Passierscheinstelle des 2. Armeekommandos; x1,5
1010 a- Jan. - Dec. 1917 Passierscheinstelle des 10. Armeekommandos; KA x 1



O.P.M./F.P.O./F.P.A. Nr.

1011
CATALOG / CATALOGUE: P = puncte / points;  Q = coeficient / coefficient
Nr. Text Tip Type Data / Date P=

1011.1 K.U.K. FELDPOSTAMT 1011 F (123a) ? ?
1011.3 K.U.K. FELDPOSTAMT 1011 a F (123c) Specimen CP

Utilizare insuficient cunoscuta; Usage insufficently known.

Date Localizare / Location Q=
a- ? ? ?

(courtesy, collection Magy Gabor)

The K.u.k, Feldpost office staff at work. Censoring the mail
and feeding the bureaucratic beast.
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O.P.M./F.P.O./F.P.A. Nr.
1051

300CT. - 2 NOV. 1918 [-] L: AGORDO;

CATALOG /CATALOGUE: P = puncte / points;  Q = coeficient / coefficient
Nr. Text Tip Type Data / Date P=
1051.1 K.U.K. FELDPOSTAMT 1051 F (123a) 10 - 11.1918 400
1051.2 K.U.K. FELDPOSTAMT 1051 a F (123bb) 10 - 11.1918 400
Inf. Rgt:
Utilizat pe frontul italian (Venetia), la Directia postald a grupului Boroevic; oficiu de etapa Agordo. Italia.
Used on the Italian front (Venice), with the Postal Direction of the Boroevic group; etappe Agordo. Italy.
Date Localizare / Location H Q=

a- Aug. - 4 Nov. 1918  Etappenpost-und Telegraphen-Direktion Heeresgruppe Boroevic;  IT H x 1

O.P.M./F.P.O./F.P.A. Nr.
1052

..OCT. - ..NOV.1918 [-]

L: CASARSA;
(posibil neactivat? / possibly not activated?) CASARSA;

postkarte.

CATALOG /CATALOGUE: P = puncte / points;  Q = coeficient / coefficient
Nr. Text Tip Type Data / Date P=
1052.1 K.U.K. FELDPOSTAMT 1052 F (123a) 10 - 11.1918 400
1052.2 K.U.K. FELDPOSTAMT 1052 a F (123bb) 10 - 11.1918 400
Inf. Rgt:
Utilizat pe frontul italian (Venetia), la Directia postald a grupului Boroevic; oficiu de etapa Casarsa. Italia.
Used on the Italian front (Venice), with the Postal Direction of the Boroevic group; etappe Casarsa. Italy.
Date Localizare / Location H Q=

a- Aug. - 4 Nov. 1918  Etappenpost-und Telegraphen-Direktion Heeresgruppe Boroevic;  IT || x 1
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