CUVANT INAINTE

Am colectionat materiale K.u.K. Feld post timp de cca 35-40 de ani din trei motive
principale:

1- am avut norocul si incep devreme, dupé ce am primit cadou de la un colectionar prima carte
postala cu stampila militara in orasul meu natal Brasov, al carui nume este legat de o veche cetate
dacicd ce domina vatra orasului de astdzi de pe muntele Tampa; ea fusese peste timp reparata,
consolidata si folositd de localnici si de cei care s-au asezat 1anga vechea populatie roméneasca a
locului. Coltul de plai de la poalele muntelui a fost ales de colonistii sasi din Transilvania pentru
a ridica un oras, pe care l-au numit Kronstadt. Mai tarziu, administratia maghiara a preluat
vechiul nume roménesc si i-a adaptat pronuntia in Brasso. Cavalerii teutoni au contribuit si ei la
patrimoniul regiunii cu faimosul castel de la Bran, care astdzi constituie proprietatea retrocedata a
lui Dominic de Habsburg, mostenitorul Principesei Ileana, fiica Regelui Ferdinand si a Reginei
Maria a Romaniei, care au detinut castelul - si care erau suveranii patriei mele in 1916 -18.

Tntre timp, cetatea Brasovia a fost diramata de un alt principe roman din Transilvania, Iancu de
Hunedoara, cunoscut in Ungaria cu numele Huniady Janos, tatal Regelui Matei Corvin (Mathias
Corvinus). Ce pécat ca pe vremea aceea nu exista serviciu de posta militara ©

2- Pe langa unele minoritati etnice din Transilvania, Banat si Bucovina (o parte din marea si
vechea tara a dacilor care a ajuns treptat sub ocupatia imperiului Habsburgic incepand cu 1699,
aproape simultan cu Pasalacul otoman de la Buda - respectiv, Ungaria - si alte cateva tinuturi), in
armata imperiald K.u.k. au luptat si vre-o jumitate de milion de roméni, adica in jur de 5 % din
intreaga armati. In mod evident, a rimas si corespondentd de la ei - ca si de la alti militari din
Ardeal. Si din Banat. Si din Bucovina. Si din Regatul Romaniei aflat sub ocupatie! Si din Italia,
si Galitia, si de la echipajele navale de pe mari si rauri... Am fost imediat atras de noul domeniu
de colectionare si de studiu, iar limita parea sa se afle sus, aproape de cer...

3- Dupa o vreme, am intrat in posesia unei copii (destul de uzatd) a catalogului lui Keith Tranmer
- credeti-ma, pe atunci era o adevdratda aventurd sa obtii un exemplar. Fara el, nu sunt sigur ca
colectia mea ar fi devenit asa de interesantd... Si am inceput sa imi verific colectia cu ajutorul
catalogului. Spre marea mea surpriza si incantare, am observat cé in colectie existau stampile de
care parea cd Tranmer nici macar nu stia ca exista!

De aceea, cand Herwig Rainer a publicat prima editie a catalogului sau, in 1996, pentru mine
asta a fost o veste grozava! Piesele ,,necunoscute de Tranmer” au inceput sa 1si gaseasca locul.
Dar era mai mult decat atat! Rainer parea sa imi ofere raspuns la unele detalii care ma
nedumerisera - varietatile tipurilor unor stampile - si mi-a deschis o perspectivd noud, am aflat
despre noile (pentru mine) filiale postale de tip ,,Expositur”. Astfel, am inceput sa fac o noua
verificare a colectiei.

Si s-a intdmplat din nou, acelasi lucru. Iarasi, am gasit in colectia mea noi tipuri - si chiar
indicatii de expeditie Expositur - care nu erau mentionate de Rainer. Mai mult, noua combinatie
de tehnologie scaner-laptop mi-a permis sa studiez stampilele pe ecran in format marit, sa compar
geometria lor, sd Tmi fac o baza de date cu diferite detalii, etc.

Facand un bilant cu vre-o trei ai in urma, am fost surprins sa constat ci identificasem destul de
multe noi stampile pe care Rainer nu le mentiona, ca in unele cazuri in care el vorbea de doua
tipuri de stampile existau de fapt trei si chiar patru, cd detineam unele stampile despre care
Rainer parea de asemenea sa nu stie ca au existat. Chiar si faimoasa stampild a oficiului postal 7
prezenta 0 frumoasi a doua varietate! In plus, cu ajutorul Internetului si a eforturilor



colectionarilor si autorilor pasionati, a arhivelor, institutiilor, cluburilor etc., devenise accesibila o
bogitie de informatii care mi-a permis sa Tmi formez o viziune mai complexa.

Pe scurt, era ceva treabad de facut. Si, pentru cd acum am mai mult timp la dispozitie, m-am pus
pe treaba.

Am rescris lucrarea lui Rainer! Sau, mai bine zis, am scris un catalog cu totul nou, care a folosit
ca principal material bibliografic de comparatie, lucrarea sa. Intentia mea a fost de a ilustra
fiecare stampila existenta in acest domeniu, chiar si pe cele fabricate, livrate si aplicate in
specimen dar neactivate, precum si toate detaliile ,,Expositur”, oficiile de sortare si cele
ambulante, ocupatiile militare, lagarele de prizonieri, etc. Am facut o statistica sumara (vezi
tabelul de la sférsitul catalogului) si iata, constatam ca exista nu mai putin de 2.348 stampile Kuk
Feldpost cu numere, plus 173 sucursale ,,Expositur” cunoscute pana in prezent. Toate acestea
sunt ilustrate Tn catalog, mai putin 145 stampile (incluzand si pe cele de ocupatie) din care 76
reprezintd varietti Tip 2, 3, 4 - si 58 sucursale ,,Expositur”. In catalog s-au deschis pozitii pentru
fiecare dintre acestea, inclusiv pentru stampilele despre care se stie ca ar trebui sa existe dar nu
imi sunt cunoscute (incd!), urmind ca pe masura ce apar informatii despre ele, sa fie completate
de fiecare colectionar. Locul pentru ilustratii si pentru detalii este deja rezervat - vor trebui doar
decupate din literaturd (dacd vor apare!) si lipite in catalog! Dacad vor deveni disponibile
suficiente informatii noi, voi incerca sa realizez candva un supliment care sa le cuprinda si pe
acestea.

Daca luam 1in considerare si suplimentul cu cele 30 de medalii, catalogul ofera in total 4.001
pozitii care sunt detaliate in tabelul analitic de date statistice de la sfarsitul lucrarii. Pentru cele
2.804 pozitii din sectiunea dedicata stampilelor cu numere, se foloseste un sistem simplu si logic
de clasificare si numerotare bazat pe numarul OPM, care permite actualizarea in orice moment,
chiar si introducerea de noi pozitii la nevoie (de exemplu, stampile cu defecte, bare rupte etc,
eventual si varietati noi despre care nu se stie nimic acum), fard a schimba numerotarea sau
structura existenta.

Toate stampilele sunt ilustrate dupa materiale reale, cu exceptia unui mic numar, care sunt
preluate din catalogul Rainer (Tipul I / Il) sau, in cazul stampilelor de lagare, din lucrarea
regretatului Dr. Gottried Kéhler (1991, cu suplimentul din 1994 - pe care le recomand din toata
inima celor interesati de lagirele de prizonieri). In alte cazuri, se prezinta doar tipul generic de
stampila, centrul ilustratiei fiind decupat si completat cu numarul OPM. Dar informatiile din
catalog sunt ceva mai complexe, oferind si cadrul de utilizare a stampilelor (date, localizari,
unitati militare, prezenta pe anumite fronturi, utiliziri mai speciale, etc.)

La origine, intentionam sa prezint si structura flotei (multe nave avand statut de oficii postale
mobile) dar avind in vedere cele doud volume ale spendidului catalog Kallis-Kohl, acest lucru a
devenit inutil, eu nu am practic nimic de oferit aici.

Fiecare piesa de postd militara are in spate umbra unui om care isi indruma spre cei dragi de
acasi sau citre prieteni gandul unei clipe efemere... Intre timp, ei s-au spulberat, devenind praf de
stele... Datoritd acestor modeste obiecte de colectie, lumea razboiului de acum o sutd de ani
prinde viata, proiectata pe un ecran de ceata, scrisa pe vant, cu pana neantului... Doar amintirea se
agata de ea, incercand 1n van sa devina vesnicie...

Dumnezeu sa le odihneasca sufletele in pacea sa eterna.



FOREWORD.

I have not been a stranger in respect with the K.u.K Feldpost, for the last 35-40 years, for three
main reasons:

1- I was lucky to start early, as my first Kuk FELDPOST item was given to me as a present by a
fellow collector in my native city Brasov, whose name is linked to an ancient Dacic fortress that
was raising above the nowadays city, on Mount Tampa. The paradise corner afoot the mountain
was chosen by the Saxon colonists in Transylvania, who named the city Kronstadt. The
Hungarian administration eventually took the Romanian name and adapted it to the spelling
Brassd. The Teuton Knights even contributed to the region with the famous castle of Bran, which
is now returned propriety to Dominic von Habsburg, inheritor of Princess lleana, daughter of
King Ferdinand and Queen Maria of Romania, the sovereings of my homeland in 1916-18.

In the mean time, the fortress Brassovia had been dismantled by another Romanian
Transylvanian prince, loan de Hunedoara, known in Hungary as Huniady Janos, father of King
Matei Corvin (Mathias Corvinus). Pity they did not have fieldpost service at the time©

2- Apart of the other ethnics of Transylvania, Banat and Bukovina (the ancient and wide lands of
the Dacs - which fell under Habsburg occupation starting with 1699, almost simultaneously with
the Ottoman pachalyk of Buda - i.e. Hungary - and some other land strips) there were ca. half a
million Romanians conscribed in the Imperial Army during WW 1 - that is, ca. 5% of the whole
army. Obviously, there had to be some mail left around, both from them and from other
Transylvanian military. And from Banat. And Bukowina. And occupied Romania! And from
Italy, and Galicia, and from the seas and river crews... So, | was very soon won for the exciting
new field of collecting and study, and only the sky seemed to be the limit.

3- After a while, a (rather worn-out) copy of the Tranmer catalogue was on my desk - believe me,
it was an adventure those days to get one. Without it, I am not sure whether my collection would
have grown so interesting... So, | started checking my newly raised collection against it. And,
much to my surprise and excitement, | noticed there were items in my collection displaying
cancels that Tranmer seemed not to have even heard of!

Now, when Mr. Herwig Rainer issued his first edition of catalogue back in 1996, well, that was
great news for me! The "Tranmen-unknown” items started fillling certain places. But there was
more to it! Rainer seemed to offer answers to some other details | had noticed and which had
puzzled me - the type varieties - and also offered new horizons, teaching me on those newly (for
me) discovered "Expositur” postal branches. So, | started again to recheck my collection...

And it happened again. Again, new types in my collections - and even a few Expositur
indications in the sender's addresses - remained unchecked against his catalogue. Moreover, the
new combination of technology, i.e. scanner-laptop allowed me to study the cancels on the laptop
screen, much enlarged, to compare the cancel geometry, to build a data base of different
information details etc.

Making a ballance about two years ago, | was surprised to notice there were tens of new cancel
types that Rainer had not described, there were three and even four types of cancels in some cases
where he had described only two etc, that | had under my eyes some cancels whose existence
Rainer seemed to ignore as well. Even the famous FPA 7 showed off a nice second variety! Plus,
the Internet and the gracious efforts of passionate authors and collectors, archivists, institutions,



clubs etc. made a trove of information available that allowed me to gain a wider and more
complex vision.

In short, there was some work to do. So, as | am now a retired man with some more time to spare,
| started doing it in full.

I have re-written the Rainer Holy Book! Or, rather, | have produced an entirely new catalogue,
having for main bibliographic and comparative material the Rainer book. My intention was to
illustrate all existing cancels, even those manufactured, delivered and applied as specimens but
not activated, all ,,Expositur” locations, the sorting and travelling FPOs, the military occupations,
the POW camps, and more. | have made a brief statistical survey (see the table at the end of the
catalogue) and here they are, no less than 2,348 number K.u.k. FPO cancels plus 173 ,,Expositur”
known so far. All these have been illustrated in the catalogue, less 145 cancels (included are here
the occupation Etappenpostamt ones too), of which, 76 are Type 1, 2, 3, 4 varieties - and 58
Expositur. There are catalogue positions opened for each of these, inclusively for cancels we
know they should exist but are not known (as yet!); when these show up, the information should
be updated by each collector. The place for their illustrations and the details has already been
provided - these would presumably fill in with details printed in the literature that the collectors
should cut out (if printed!) and stick into the catalgoue! If enough information becomes available
over time, I will try to make a supplement to describe these as well.

If the supplement with the 30 medals is also considered, the catalogue provides 4,001 positions -
detailed in the analiticalt statistic table at the end of the book. For the 2,804 positions in the
section dedicated to the number cancels, a simple and logical classification and itemisation is
provided starting from the FPO number, which would allow updating anytime, even introducing
new positions if need be (for instance, defective cancels, broken bars, etc, possibly also new
varieties unknown at this moment), without changing the itemisation system or the existing
structure.

All cancels / cachets are illustrated from postal material, except for a very small amount that are
taken from the Rainer book (Types I/11) or, in case of POW camp cachets, from the work of late
Dr. Gottfried Kdhler (1991, with a supplement of 1994 - which | warmly recommend to anybody
interested in POW camps). In some cases, only the generic type is illustrated, the centre being cut
out and replaced with the FPO number, for reference. But the information in the catalogue is
more complex, offerring also the frame of the cancel use (dates, locations, army units, presence
on certain fronts, some more special use, etc).

It was my originary intention to also produce the structure of the naval force (some ships being
themselves mobile post offices) but seeing the excellent job done in the two volumes of the
Kallis-Kohl catalogue, this is now futile, as I have nothing to offer here.

Behind each fieldpost item, there lies the shadow of a human who was sending back home to the
dear ones or to friends afar the thought of a fugitive moment... Now they are wasted away, into
stardust... By these modest collectibles, the world of a war fought one century ago seems to come
back to life a little, cast upon a screen of mist, written on the wind, with the plume of
nothingness... Only the memory clinges to it, trying in vain to become eternity...

God rest their souls in His eternal peace!



